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Penguin Group USA, United Kingdom, 2012. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Reprint. 212 x 138 mm. Language:
English . Brand New Book. Bill Gates recently told Wired that if he were a teenager today, he would be hacking
biology. If you want to change the world in some big way, he says, that s where you should start-biological
molecules. The most disruptive force on the planet resides in DNA. Biotech companies and academic
researchers are just beginning to unlock the potential of piecing together life from scratch. Champions of
synthetic biology believe that turning genetic code into Lego-like blocks to build never-before-seen organisms
could solve the thorniest challenges in medicine, energy, and environmental protection. But as the hackers who
cracked open the potential of the personal computer and the Internet proved, the most revolutionary
discoveries often emerge from out-of-the-way places, forged by brilliant outsiders with few resources besides
boundless energy and great ideas. In Biopunk, Marcus Wohlsen chronicles a growing community of DIY
scientists working outside the walls of corporations and universities who are committed to democratizing DNA
the way the Internet did information. The biohacking movement, now in its early, heady days, aims to unleash
an outbreak of genetically modified innovation by making the tools and techniques of biotechnology accessible
to everyone. Borrowing their idealism from the worlds of open-source software, artisinal food, Internet
startups, and the Peace Corps, biopunks are devoted advocates for open-sourcing the basic code of life. They
believe in the power of individuals with access to DNA to solve the world s biggest problems. You Il meet a new
breed of hackers who aren t afraid to get their hands wet, from entrepreneurs who aim to bring DNA-based
medical tools to the poorest of the poor to a curious tinkerer who believes a tub of yogurt...
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