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Summary: "With her characteristically sharp-edged humor and luminous storytelling, Lepore regales us with
stories that follow the stages of life. . . her inspired commentary on our shared social history offers a fresh
approach to our changing views of life and death." - Publishers Weekly "A trenchant and fascinating
intellectual history of life and death . . . elegant." -Dani Shapiro, The New York Times Book Review "A stunning
meditation on three questions that have dominated serious reflection about human nature and cultures for
centuries: How does life begin? What does it mean? What happens when we die? . . . Lepore's refreshing and
often humorous insights breathe fresh air into these everlasting matters." -Bookpage "A breezy, informative,
wide-ranging book . . . singular, always stimulating." - The American Scholar "Lepore's prose is thoroughly
engaging and witty . . . covers enough of mankind's earnest curiosity about life and death to both entertain and
provoke thought." - Booklist "Lepore chooses quirky, though always revealing, lenses through which is examine
the changing definitions of conception, infancy, childhood, puberty, marriage, middle age, parenthood, old
age, death, and immortality. . . . Through sheer force of charisma, Lepore keeps her readers on track: this book,
with all its detours and winding turns, is a journey worth taking." - Library Journal "[Lepore] manages to spin a
larger narrative that both fascinates and informs, showing that our taken-for-granted ideas about every stage
of life are culturally specific, very much a product of our times." -Rachel Newcomb, The Washington Post
"Engaging. . . . Lepore writes about our striving to understand our existence. The Mansion of Happiness is an
important addition to the effort." - San Francisco Chronicle "Lepore has a...
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