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BRANCA is best known for throwing the pitch that resulted in Bobby Thomsons Shot Heard Round the World,
the historic home run that capped an incredible comeback and won the pennant for the New York Giants in
1951. Branca was on the losing end of what many consider to be baseballs most thrilling moment, but that
notoriety belies a profoundly successful life and career. A Moment in Time details the remarkable story of a
man who could have been destroyed by a supreme professional embarrassmentbut wasnt. Branca came up as
a young phenom, playing for the Brooklyn Dodgers during their heyday. He was a staple of the Dodgers teams
in the late 1940s, dominating the National League. Its no stretch to say that New York baseball was the center of
the sporting universe and that the players were part of the fabric of the neighborhoods, of the city itself. A
Moment in Time o@ers a rare first-person perspective on the golden era of baseball, opening a window on an
amazing world populated by legendary characters such as Jackie Robinson, Pee Wee Reese, Gil Hodges, Leo
Durocher, Branch Rickey, and Walter OMalley. Ralph Branca sits us down and tells us an entertaining, deeply
inspiring, classic baseball tale. I LOVE BASEBALL. Baseball is the reason I am writing this book, the reason Ive
led a life worth reexamining and dissecting. Baseball is the passion that carried me from childhood to
manhood. It is how I fought my way from the working class to the middle class. Were it not for baseball, I would
not have met Ann, my wife, the mother of our daughters, and my dearest friend for the past sixty years.
Baseball has excited my mind,...
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