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indexed. Not illustrated. 1922 Excerpt: .together, although spasticity may exceptionally appear first. The motor
disturbances develop gradually. At first there is a tired feeling in the legs, then dragging the leg, scraping the
floor, tendency to fall, all appear insidiously. Increase of the reflexes, ankle-clonus, toe-phenomenon
accompany the spasticity. Ataxia of station, of movements, loss of the sense of position are all present. While a
gradual development of these symptoms leading to incapacity is the rule, nevertheless in exceptional cases
sudden exacerbations occur, also in some cases remissions in the course of the paralysis have been observed.
Another interesting feature of the disease under discussion is that in spite of its progressive eourse, before
complete impotence of the affected limbs takes place there is in the majority of cases a change of spasticity to
flaccidity with diminution or abolition of the abnormal reflexes except the toe-phenomenon. In exceptional
cases this change to flaccidity occurs early in the course of the disease. In some cases the spastic state of the
extremities is accompanied by attacks of involuntary spasmodic contractions of the muscles involved, which
may become very troublesome to the patient and incapacitate him for work. In some cases such spasmodic
attacks may occur also during the phase of flaccidity, as is the case with my second patient (see history below).
Another characteristic of this disease is that the motor impotence never affects the upper extremities to the
same extent and intensity as the lower extremities even in the most advanced stages...
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