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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1882 edition. Excerpt: . INTRODUCTION. The peninsula ofKathiawad or S a
urashtra, lying between the gulfs of K a o h h and Cambay or Khambhat, and surrounded on the south and
west by the Arabian Sea, is the holy land of Western India. It was known to the Greeks and Romans under the
name of Saurastrene; the Muhammadans called it by the Prakritized name of S o r a t h, and to this day a large
district in the south-west, a hundred miles in length, still retains that name. Another district, quite as large, to
the east of the centre, however, has long been known as K at h i a w a d, from having been overrun by the K a t
h i s, who entered the peninsula from K a c h h, perhaps first in predatory bands in the thirteenth or fourteenth
century; in the fiKeenth the whole tribe was driven out of Kachh, and in that and the following century
conquered a considerable territory. The M ar a t h k a, who came into contact with them in their forays, and
were sometimes successfully repelled by them, extended the name of K athiawad to the whole province, and
from them we have come to apply it in a similar i wide sense; but by Brahmans and the natives it is still spoken
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