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ARTLETT Chairman B. Thank you very much. those of us who have had the opportunity to be both audience
and speaker recog-nize that five minutes can be a very short time for the speaker and a very long time for the
audience. Yet, if it is your question that is being answered by the speaker, five minutes may have end up a very
short time which is why we ask the witnesses to summarize their statements because there is generally more
than ample oppor-tunity to expand during the question and answer period. What may seem like an
interminable witness testimony ends up being a very short segment during the discussion. Our next witness is
Mr. W. G. Champion Mitchell. Mr. Mitchell is the Chairman and Chief Executive OFicer of Network Solutions
based in Herndon, VA. Network Solutions currently hosts millions of domain names and hundreds of thousands
of e-mail boxes and websites for customers. In 1993 Network Solutions was awarded a grant from the National
Science Foundation to develop the Inter-nets domain name registration surface. AGer developing the tech-
nology, Network Solutions became the first and only domain name registrar until 1999 when the domain name
industry opened up to competition. Mr. Mitchell, the floor is yours. STATEMENT OF W. G. CHAMPION MITCHELL,
NETWORK SOLUTIONS LLC ITCHELL Mr. M. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and thank you for in-viting me to be here,
and thank the Committee for its interest in something that...
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