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more modern literary requirements and views of the French Reformed church; but the tunes have mostly
remained. Nearly all the divers translations in other tongues have been made in order to enable them to be
sung with those French tunes. At present, however, even these noble melodies have mostly been discarded, and
replaced by the weak, sentimental fabrications of half-educated music-teachers and organists. Conservatism in
this case would have been far preferable to a change which destroyed something that was noble and
appropriate. Marots versified translation of the psalms, which had become so popular in France, as soon as
Calvin had adopted them for a part of his church-service were strictly prohibited by the French Catholic clergy;
and the singing of these psalms exposed those who indulged in it to the suspicion of leaning towards the
heretical teachings of the Genevan Reformers, and afterwards to relentless persecution. But the prohibition on
the part of the Catholic Church was the means of making the singing of Marots psalms still more popular with
the Reformists, and to attract to their church a great many proselytes. Calvins views regarding church-music,
as expressed in the above-mentioned preface to an edition of Marots versification of some of the psalms, are
the following: --Prayer has a double meaning, --petition in a narrow sense, and song. St. Paul, moved by the
Holy Spirit, recommends both; and both were at all times practised in the Church. The power of music to
awaken spiritual joys is well...
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